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“L adi esand gentl emen, wegot him.
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BAGHDAD, Iraq
(AP)- Americanforces
captured a bearded
Saddam Hussein,
hidinginaholeina
farmhouse cellar near
hishometown of Tikrit,
theU.S. military
announced Sunday.
Thearrest was carried
out without a shot
fired and was avictory
fortheU.S.-led
coalition eight months
after thefall of
Baghdad.

“Ladiesand
gentlemen, wegot him,” U.S. administrator
L. Paul Bremer told anews conference.
“Thetyrantisaprisoner,” Bremer said.

Bremer said that Saddam was
captured Saturday at 8:30 p.m.inacellar in
thetown of Adwar, 10 milesfrom Tikrit,
ending one of the most intense manhunts
in history.

In the capital, radio stations played
celebratory music, residentsfired small
armsintheair in celebration and others
drove through the streets, shouting,
“They got Saddam! They got Saddam!”

At the news conference announcing
his capture, U.S. forcesaired avideo
showing abearded Saddam being exam-
ined by a doctor holding his mouth open
with atongue depressor, apparently to get
aDNA sample.

Then avideo was shown of Saddam
after he was shaved.

Iragi journalistsin the audience
stood, pointed and shouted “Death to

Saddam

Saddam Hussein on video befor eathor ough medical examination

Saddam!” and “ Down with Saddam!”

Saddam was being held at an
undisclosed location and that U.S.
authorities had not yet determined whether
to hand him over to the Iragisfor trial,
Sanchez said.

Forcesfrom the 4th Infantry Division
along with Special Forces captured
Saddam, the U.S. military said. Therewere
no shotsfired or injuriesin theraid, called
“Operation Red Dawn,” said Lt. Gen.
Richardo Sanchez.

British PrimeMinister Tony Blair
wel comed Saddam'’s capture.

“Thisis very good news for the
people of Irag. It removes the shadow that
has been hanging over them for too long
of the nightmare of areturn to the Saddam
regime,” he said in a statement released by
hisoffice.

Trapped inthe cellar, Saddamwasin
a six-to-eight-foot-deep “ spider hole” that
had been camouflaged with bricks and dirt.

The soldiers saw the
hole, investigated and
found himinside,
Sanchez said.

The video
showed an air vent and
fan inside the hole to
allow Saddamto
remain hiddenfor an
extended period.

Shop owners
closed their doors,
worried that all the
j_, shooting would make

7 the streets unsafe.

Earlierinthe day,
rumors of the capture
sent people streaming into the streets of
Kirkuk, anorthernlragi city, firing gunsin
theair in celebration.

“Wearecelebrating likeit'sa
wedding,” said Kirkuk resident Mustapha
Sheriff. “Wearefinaly rid of that criminal .”

“Thisisthejoy of alifetime,” said Ali
Al-Bashiri, another resident. “1 am speak-
ing on behalf of al the people that suffered
under hisrule.”

InTikrit, U.S. soldiersfrom the 4th
Infantry Division, the unit that is respon-
siblefor security in Saddam’shometown,
were smoking cigars after hearing the news
of Saddam’s capture.

“This success brings closure to the
Iraqi people. We now have final resolution.
Saddam Hussein will never returnto a
position of power from which he can
punish, terrorize, intimidate and exploit the
Iragi people asthe did for more than 35
years,” Sanchez said.




Veterans greet returning troops

WASHINGTON, D.C. (Army News
Service, Dec. 9, 2003) —With home
hundreds of milesaway in New York, Sgt.
Adam Mulvey wasn’t expecting any
familiar facesmeeting himwhen hearrived
at Baltimore Washington International
Airport to start two weeks of rest and
recuperation.

Neither were Spc. Anthony Thomas
and Sgt. Maurisah Hushma, both headed
for Fort Campbell, Ky.

The Soldierswere caught a bit off
guard when they were greeted, nonethe-
less, by several unfamiliar —but friendly —
facesfrom the Maryland Veterans of
Foreign Wars.

As they came through the doors
leading into the International corridor,
William Self, department surgeon, stopped
clapping long enough to shake each
Soldier’s hand. A short distance later, there
weremore greetingsfrom Self’swife,
Carolyn, and Raymond Shipley, depart-
ment commander, who also handed out
Uplink telephone calling cards.

Thelast stop in the welcoming line
was Richard Udoff, District 7 commander,
who beckoned service membersto him
with outstretched arms.

“Welcome Home! Whereyou
headed to, Soldier?’ said Udoff, repeating
the greeting over and over again without
ever losing the boom in hisvoice that drew
service membersto him. Knowing their
destination, Udoff offered the quickest
route to the right ticket counter or gate
area.

“We thought we were coming
through an empty airport,” said Kushma,
whoiswith the 3/101st Aviation, currently
deployed near Mosul, Irag. “It'sniceto

see that people care.”

Mulvey appreciated
having veterans meeting
and greeting, then
shepherding the Soldiers
ontheir way.

“1 like the continuity
of it,”” said Mulvey, a
scout for the 1st Brigade,
63rd Armor Divisionin
Kirkuk. “They went before
us, now they’re here for
uswhen we come back. It
makesmefed really
good.”

Thefeelingis
mutual, the veterans said.

“Atmy age, | can’t do much for the
military,” said Udoff, 72, who wasaflight
engineer intheAir Forcefrom 1950-54. “ But
| can do this. It'svery gratifying.”

Shipley agreed.

“It makes mefeel better knowing we
succeed in getting these guys and gals out
of herejust alittlefaster,” said Shipley, 75,
who spent five yearsin the Army as an
infantryman toward the end of World War
I1, followed by another eight yearsin the
Air Force.

The group has missed just afew
days since the R& R program brought the
first planeload of Soldiersfrom Irag Sept.
26. They aretypically at theairport by 5
am., seven days aweek.

For the Selfs, that means getting up
a 3am. for the40-miletrip fromtheir home
near Frederick, Md.

“When that alarm rings, | think ‘ Oh,
it'sjusttooearly!"” said Carolyn Self, 71.
“But once the feet hit the ground and | get
moving, it' sOK.”

Richard Udoff, VFW District 7 commander, greets Soldiers
coming into BWI Airport on rest and recuperation leave.
Udoff directed soldiers to ticket counters or gatesin an
effort to get them to their destinations as quickly as possible

All are motivated by the same belief
that Soldiers need to know how much
folks back home appreciatetheir service.

“My husband was a Vietham vet. He
wasn't welcomed back,” said Carolyn Self.
“It's very important that no one elseis
treated that way again.”

Attheairport, Self'sroleisto keep
thewaiting familiesinformed about the
process their Soldier is going through
before coming through the doors. He gets
them pumped, encouraging them to yell,
clap, and make plenty of loud noise when
the doors open. It's part of the reason his
wiferefersto him as“ The Mouth.”

Loud isgood, Soldiers said. Many
returned the greetings with happy
hooahs.

“1 could hear it before | even got to
thedoors,” said Spc. Carlos Garcia, of the
18th Personnel Service Battalion of the
2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment. “I
wondered what all the noisewas. Then |

came through, and Wow! It was so cool.”

TMC CLOSURE
Thetroopmedicd clinicwill
be closed on thefollowing
daysexcept for emergency
- life, limb or eyesight -
gtuaions
Christmas- Thursday, Dec.
25,andNew Year's- Thurs-
day, Jan. 1. For moreinfor-
mation contact Mg. Dou-
glas Olney at 318-528-
1413.

NEW PX HOURS
TheLogistica SupportArea
Anaconda Post Exchange
has new hoursof operation.
Thefacility will beopenfrom
9am. until 9p.m. ThePX
will be open these hours
sevendaysaweek. Thenew
hours provide extended
shopping hoursand will help
fedilitatesoldiersshoppingfor
the holiday season.

RESERVE ID CARDS

Dueto unitsbeing extended,
many reservist’s ID cards
aresettoexpire. Unitscon-
fronting thisissueshould con-
tact Staff Sgt. Jonathon
Trussell, 90th Personnel
Support Battlaion, to set up
an appointment to renew
their ID cards. Staff Sgt.
Trussel can be reached at
551-9903. Amendment or-
dersareneededfor new IDs.

CONTACT US

The Desert Sustainer is a
newd etter compiled printed
and published by the 3rd
Corps Support Command
PublicAffairsOffice. Please
send any comments, Sugges-
tions, submissions or story
ideas to us by email at
grant.calease@us.arnmy.mil,
or call 558-2053, or stop by
Bldg. 4137.



Oklahoma’s White wins close Heisman race

NEW Y ORK — Thescars, the opera- al again. "‘ 4 J .
B

tions, the grueling rehab: 1t was all worth it White provided an inspirational ending
for Jason White. to the feel-good story that helped carry

A year after kneeinjuriesalmost ended  Oklahomato the Bowl Championship
his career, White capped hiscomeback by ~ Seriestitlegame.
receiving the greatest individual honor in As White accepted the award, he
collegefootball, the Heisman Trophy. looked out at his parents, who helped

“Heck, yeah, it makesit worthwhile!” persuade him to keep going.

White said. “Going through that rehab you Ron White beamed proudly, knowing
never would have thought that you'd get a thework ethic heinstilled by making his
Heisman out of the deal. I’d go through it son shovel concrete as a child helped
make Jason awinner. Sue Whitewasin
tears.

“Last year about thistime, | was sitting
at home watching the Heisman and
thought how neat it would be to be there,
to be one of thefinalists,” White said. “I
never thought, after two surgeries, that 1'd
be here.”

The award was well deserved for the
23-year-old senior. Whitethrew 40
touchdown passes and led the third-
ranked Soonersto 12 straight wins to open
the season as he beat out Pittsburgh
receiver Larry Fitzgerald by 128 points.

White, The Associated Press Player of
the Year, led the nation in passing effi-
ciency, completing 64 percent of his
passes for 3,744 yards and only eight
interceptions.

Jason White finished the season with 40
touchdowns compared to 8 intercep-
tions as the Sooners finished 12-1.

Mississippi quarterback Eli Manning was
third with 710 points, and Michigan
running back ChrisPerry was next with
Al

“Hisemergence asagreat, great
football player isthe story of college
football,” White's coach Bob Stoops said.
“The biggest difference in our team is that
Jason White is the quarterback. It ought to
be pretty obvious.”

It turned out it was to the Heisman

Oklahoma quarterback Jason White
was awarded the Heisman Trophy
Saturday, Dec. 13, 2003 at the Yale Club

in New York. Whitebeat Fitzgerald 1,481-1,353. voters.
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